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As many of you are aware 2025 marked Friends 20th anniversary. Many great memories and 

much more to look forward to.  

 

We are very pleased with the success of our On the Verandah season. More about the 2025 

season can be found later in this E-Newsletter. 

 

Fall brought a variety of events including Halloween Harvest, Park Your Pumpkin, and the 

opening of the exhibition, “A History Exposed: The Enslavement of Black People in Canada” 

and much more. 

 

We are busy planning our traditional photos with Santa at the end of November.  

 

Thank you to everyone who has supported Friends over the 20 years!  

 

Please consider becoming a member of Friends.  

 

 
 

Friends Celebrates 20 Years! 
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We were very lucky to be able to hold all 11 On the Verandah concerts this year with no cancellations 

due to weather.  

 

Thank you to all the talented performers who entertained us each Friday.  

 

We really appreciate the donations from the audience. Friends will be able to continue to support the 

Museum educational programs. Several concerts were over 200 in the audience. We estimate 1,495 

people attended over the season plus 168 group members. Another goal is to draw people to this 

gorgeous property.  

 

 

 

Thank you to Lindsay Doren and the museum staff who 

helped each night. They were there early and late each 

concert. We could not have the concerts without them. 

We had 3 wonderful volunteers: Nataliia, Cole & Carter. 

We are all very grateful for your help.  

Our sponsors have been terrific. Special thanks to 

Ashgrove for printing all the brochures again this year. 

Thank you to Liz Durdan for booking the groups and 

speaking each evening and all the Friends members who 

helped as well.  

For additional pictures as well as videos please visit our  

Facebook page. 

Please mark your calendars. On the Verandah will return 

to Benares Historic House Friday, June 5th, 2026 at 7pm. 

OTV - That’s a Wrap! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/QQZi9nMTGoBa8mUY
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Bradley House: New and Improved! 

Bradley House has been closed after some structural issues were found during the scheduled re-siding 

work. As anyone who has ever watched a renovation show knows, opening up the walls can often show 

damage that regular exterior inspections can’t catch. Metal shoring will temporarily hold up the two 

floors while crews work to replace and/or reinforce the damaged beams. After it is secured, the siding 

project will continue. 

 Currently, artifacts in the house have been condensed to rooms not affected by the repairs, and about 

65% of the archaeology collection has been moved to a heated warehouse off-site.  

Programming staff have set up historic displays within the Anchorage so that educational programs can 

continue. One room represents a log cabin with a kitchen and bedroom. The other reflects a Regency-

style sitting room with a nod to the Skynners. 

Although it is never wished for, we are happy the damage was found before it became an emergency, 

and we are so thankful for the City’s foresight in budgeting yearly heritage capital funds , just for this 

purpose. Bradley House will open this spring, ‘new and improved’. 

Benares House Security Camera and Internet Project 

Benares' internet and security upgrade had a slow start but is moving along quickly now. An internet 

cabinet now sits in the modern catering kitchen, which has eliminated the need to drill into the historic 

walls. Internet connections are live as of October 20th. As well, three cameras will be attached to 

existing light posts and will be installed by the end of October. Upgraded internet allows greater access, 

improves programs, and makes the house more secure. 
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Recent Donations 

The Museums will be the keeper of the 

City’s 50th anniversary time capsule. 

The actual capsule was created by our 

own exhibition staff and artist, 

Brittania Hartley. The 50 items inside 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

were gathered in 2024, and the box was sealed at the end of that year. To 

ensure it doesn’t go astray and is preserved, the Museums will keep it in 

storage until it is unveiled in 2049. Another great addition is a jacket that 

belonged to Harvey Barber (1929 - 2024), who worked as a lab 

technician for 34 years at Texaco Canada Ltd., also referred to as the 

Port Credit Refinery.  While working there in 1974, Harvey and six 

chemists were involved in a police investigation when someone tried to 

poison them by putting arsenic in their tea. According to Inspector Lew 

Lawson of Peel Region Police, “Fortunately, the tea bags absorbed most 

of the poison”. Police were unable to find the culprit, whom they 

described as “mentally deranged”.  Harvey luckily didn’t have any long-

term illness and lived to be 94. 

 
Staff Changes – Welcome Kathryn! 

As we bid farewell to John Dunlop, the Museums Manager for the past 

two years, we welcome Kathryn Garland. Kathryn studied Studio Arts 

and Art History at the University of Guelph and Education at the 

University of Wollongong in Australia before starting her career at the 

Living Arts Centre as the Supervisor of School Programs. Kathryn also 

held programming and education roles at Roseneath Theatre, and the 

York Region District School Board before taking a position as 

Supervisor, Culture Programs in 2013 at the City of Mississauga. 

Kathryn is also the Manager of City-Wide Programs, a role she began 

in 2024, and has extensive knowledge of our programs. Aside from her 

professional life, Kathryn has been married for 13 years and is the mom 

of two. Welcome Kathryn. We look forward to working with you.   

By Stephanie Meeuwse 

Collections Supervisor, Museums of Mississauga 

 

 

Photo: Adam Pulicicchio 
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Halloween Harvest returned to the Bradley Museum the 

weekend of Oct 18th & 19th. Friends members greeted 

visitors at reception in the Anchorage. 

 

The weather was terrific on Saturday and we welcomed 

many children who came dressed in their creative 

costumes. While the weather was less favourable on 

Sunday, we still saw a good turn out. There were plenty 

of activities on both days to entertain and educate the 

visitors.  

 

The petting zoo and the scavenger hunt were very 

popular.  At the fire pit guests roasted marshmallows 

and made S’mores.  In the barn, there was warm apple 

cider, samples of biscuits with apple jelly made from 

Bradley apple trees and caramel & candied apples. 

 

 

In the log cabin, there were crafts and face painting. There were 

also heritage demonstrations in the Anchorage and games on the 

lawn. At the barn there was live music by Wilson and the Cast 

Aways. 

The ever popular “Park Your Pumpkin” returned November 1st to 

the Bradley. 

 

Hope to see you next year. 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make this annual event a 

success.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://d.docs.live.net/70c1a5747de20927/Documents/FoM/e-news/fb.me/FOMMississauga
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This exhibition explores the rowing and canoeing culture of Mississauga. Rowing and canoeing have long 

shaped our city’s identity, beginning with Indigenous Peoples. For the Mississaugas of the Credit, canoes 

were more than transport, they were essential tools for survival and connection, embodying a deep 

relationship with water as a living spirit.* Centuries later, this legacy of paddling continues through 

organizations like the Don Rowing Club, founded in 1878, and the Mississauga Canoe Club, established in 

1958. 

  Museums Events Fall 2025 

Mississauga on the Water   
Port Credit Memorial Arena Display 

August 2025 - August 2026 

 

These clubs have fostered community and competition, 

and even inspired Olympic dreams. They have helped 

keep watercraft traditions alive on the Credit River and 

Lake Ontario. This exhibit traces the story of rowing and 

canoeing in Mississauga, from Indigenous practices to 

modern sport.  

*Knowledge and information courtesy of Darin Wybenga, 

member of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. 

 

Each year, the Museums of Mississauga welcome a group of 

Master of Museum Studies students to curate their own 

exhibition. As part of this collaboration, students work 

closely with the community to gather stories and experiences 

that inspire and shape their displays. This initiative not only 

highlights local voices but also provides students with 

meaningful, hands-on experience in key areas of museum 

practice such as community outreach, collections 

management, interpretive planning, and exhibition design. 

This year, students will curate an exhibit that celebrates the 

past, present, and future of sports in Mississauga and the role 

that athletics have played in shaping community life.  

Join us next spring to see this exhibition come to life! 

 

Mississauga on the Water on display at the Port Credit Memorial Arena. Artifacts on loan from 

the Don Rowing Club, the Mississauga Canoe Club, and the Museums of Mississauga. 

Image: Museums of Mississauga 

 

Figure 4 – MMSt capstone project, A City in Tune: A Celebration of 

Music in Mississauga, featured at the Anchorage Galleries in 

spring/summer 2025 

Image: Museums of Mississauga 

Master of Museums Studies Capstone Project 
Museums of Mississauga 

April 2026 - September 2026 
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Museums Events Fall 2025 

Opening of the Adamson Estate 
Museums of Mississauga 

October 4, 2025 

 
The Museums of Mississauga had an opening 

reception of the Adamson Estate!  

Located along the shoreline of Lake Ontario in 

the Port Credit neighbourhood, the Adamson 

Estate was originally part of a Crown grant given 

to Joseph Cawthra in the early 1800s. In 1876, 

Joseph’s grandson, John Cawthra II, built a 

 

one of Mississauga’s most prominent families. Together, they transformed the estate into a landmark that 

reflected their heritage and shared vision. 

Their son, Anthony Adamson, became a noted architect, planner, and heritage advocate. In the 1940s, he 

built a white frame house on the estate grounds (now known as the Derry House), where he and his wife, 

Augusta, later lived. Anthony played a key role in preserving Ontario’s architectural history, contributing 

to major restoration projects. 

This year marks the first time the Adamson Estate will be continuously open to the public in over 40 years. 

Starting October 4, the Museums of Mississauga will be presenting meaningful, high-quality exhibitions 

about our heritage at the Adamson Estate, beginning with A History Exposed: The Enslavement of Black 

People in Canada. 

 

The Adamson Estate 

Courtesy: Wikimedia Commons 

Joseph’s grandson, John Cawthra II, built a summer home on the land 

which came to be known as Grove Farm. In 1899, John’s daughter, 

Mabel Cawthra, received the estate as a wedding gift when she 

married Agar Adamson. The couple replaced Grove Farm with the 

current Adamson House, constructed in 1919. 

Agar was a decorated officer who served with distinction in the First 

World War, while Mabel, a strong supporter of the arts, came from 

Councillor Stephen Dasko, Ward 1 opening day 

Courtesy: Friends of the Museums of Mississauga 

Long time Friends members: Jenny, Christine, Diana and 

Wanda from left to right. At Adamson Estate opening.  

Courtesy: Friends of the Museums of Mississauga 

Curator, Dr. Afua Cooper, opening day 

Courtesy: Friends of the Museums of Mississauga 
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Museums Events Fall 2025 

A History Exposed: The Enslavement of Black People in 

Canada Museums of Mississauga 

The Adamson Estate 

October 4 - December 28, 2025, available noon - 4pm 

Thursdays to Friday   

 
Created by the Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 with guest 

curator Dr. Afua Cooper and in partnership with the Black Cultural 

Centre for Nova Scotia, this thought-provoking exhibition explores the 

role of enslavement in the early settlement of Canada. While many 

Canadians are familiar with the Underground Railroad, few realize 

 that for over two centuries before its existence, enslavement was a harsh reality for Black people in Canada. Through 

individual biographies and archival records, A History Exposed uncovers the experiences of enslaved Black people and 

sheds light on Canada’s enslavers. 

The exhibition also features a complementary exhibit produced by the Museums of Mississauga that explores the 

history of the city’s earliest Black settlers. From the Ross family of Cedar Park to the Vignales of Lakeview, these 

stories highlight the layered narratives of injustice, resistance and community ties that have shaped Black history in 

Mississauga. 

Please note: This exhibition contains images and text describing violence endured by enslaved peoples as well as documents with 

racist and colonialist language. This content may challenge and disturb visitors. Adults with young children may wish to preview 

the exhibit beforehand. 

 

Friends of the Museums of Mississauga, gratefully acknowledges the generous 

2025 grant from the Hazel McCallion Fund for Arts, Culture and Heritage at 

the Mississauga Foundation Mississauga.  The Mississauga Foundation is a 

registered charitable public foundation serving the people of Mississauga. 

The grant will be used to support the exhibit; A History Exposed: The 

Enslavement of Black People in Canada, along with supporting a panel 

discussion with Dr. Afua Cooper, the exhibition’s curator. 

 

 

The grant will be used to support the exhibit; 

A History Exposed: The Enslavement of Black People in Canada, 

along with supporting  a panel discussion with Dr. Afua Cooper, the exhibition’s 

curator.  
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Photos with Santa return to Bradley 

Museum Log Cabin! 

November 28th and 29th 2025   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paws ‘N Mr. Claus                                                                                                                                               
 
Location: The Bradley Museums Log Cabin, 1620 Orr Rd. Mississaug                                               Co 

 

 

 

 

Photos with Santa 

This traditional event is to support a great cause as the 
proceeds will go towards supporting educational programmes 
at the Museums of Mississauga. 
 
Our professional photographer will take a great photo. Santa 
will listen to your Christmas wish list. 
 
Tickets will go on sale in Eventbrite on Nov 1st 2025. Tickets 
sell out fast, so be sure to get your ticket early! 
 

Family Photos With Santa                                                                                                                                    
Date: Friday, Nov 28th, 2025 
Time: 3pm – 7 pm 
Location: The Bradley Museums Log Cabin, 1620 Orr Rd. 
Mississauga                                                                                  
Cost: $15 per photo 
 

 

Book your session on Eventbrite starting November 1st. 

 

 

Santa will have a twinkle in his eye! Loot bags will be available from PetValu Clarkson Crossing while 

supplies last. Part of the proceeds from our photo sales will be shared between Friends of the Museums of 

Mississauga and Mississauga Animal Services Special Care & Resource Fund (S.C.A,R,F) 

 
 

Book your session on Eventbrite starting November 1st  

Thank you to our generous sponsors! You help to make this 
traditional event happen. 

 

To be confirmed : HollyFrontier Sinclair and Gary Betts 

REMAX Reality Specialists and PetValu Clarkson 

Crossing. 

 

Notes: 
* We will try to accommodate drop-ins but reserved & paid Eventbrite spots will take 
priority. 
*You can purchase a duplicate print of your photo on-site for $5. Sorry cash only. 

Paws ‘N Mr. Claus                                                                                                                                             

Date: Saturday, Nov 29th, 2025                                                                                                                      

 

 

To be confirmed : HollyFrontier Sinclair and Gary Betts 

REMAX Reality Specialists and PetValu Clarkson 

Crossing. 

 

Time:  11:00 am – 3:00 pm                                                                                             

Location: The Bradley Museums Log Cabin, 1620 Orr Rd. 

Mississauga                                                                                            

Cost: $15 per photo 

 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/767155622117?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/947257291057?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Save the  

Date! 

Maple Magic at the Bradley 

Museum 

 Mark your calendars.  The Maple Magic 

Festival will return to the Bradley in 2026. 

Saturday March 14th & Sunday March 15th 

Saturday March 21st & Sunday March 22nd   
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Gail Clark              Christine Batiuk  

Joe Zammit            Joyce Delves  

Don Harrington              Liz Durdan  

Anne Fabierkiewcz         Sue Shanly  

Wanda Hall                   June Newhouse 

Sadaf Zuberi                     Rosemarie Bowman                 

Tanya Caruana               Mary Jane Johne            

 

WE NEED YOU! 

Please consider becoming a member of FOMM, volunteering, attending one of 

our events, becoming a sponsor or donating through Canada Helps.   

  
REMINDER: it is time to kindly renew your annual membership 

 

for information on future 
interesting fundraising 
events.  

 
  

   

   

   

 
   

 
   

 

  

MAJOR SPONSORS AND PARTNERS: 

Other partners: Pet Valu - Clarkson Crossing Plaza, 

https://www.facebook.com/FOMMississauga
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 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

What do Friends do?  
We are an enthusiastic volunteer organization that promotes, strengthens and financially supports the Museums 
of Mississauga. We fulfill our MISSION to support the preservation of our Museum Collections, Programming and 
Exhibits; raise awareness and financial support through events and sponsorship and channel charitable grants 
for the Museum. Our efforts seek to ensure the integrity of the Museums” in these activities:  

• Sponsor and volunteer at Museum events e.g. Maple Magic  
• Sponsor educational programs on-site and in-school   
• Fund artifact acquisition, cataloguing, conservation and preservation  
• Sponsor artifact exhibits throughout Mississauga  
• Host “On the Verandah” at Benares Historic House   
• Fund busing for students to all Museums sites  
• Host Fund-Raising activities  
• Host Photos with Santa for Pets and Families 

    Benefits of Friends Membership:  
• Friends E-News keeps you up-to-date with Museums and Friends   
• Programs and activities exclusive to Members  
• Enjoy learning at the Museums in unique volunteer opportunities • One vote 

per member at AGM 

 

To become a Member of Friends of the Museums of Mississauga, je form and 

make your donation!  

 

  

Friends of the Museums of Mississauga is a 
Registered Charity #822293619 RR0001.  

Please make cheques payable to:  
Friends of the Museums of Mississauga Return 
your completed form with payment to:  
Friends of the Museums of Mississauga  
P.O. Box 52560  
1801 Lakeshore Road West, Unit 6  
Mississauga, ON, L5J 4S4  

 
Charitable Donation Receipts are issued for 

$30.00 and over.  

To donate on-line for an immediate receipt please 
go to:  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/  friends-
of-the-museums-of-mississauga/   

Contact details:  
Website: www.fommississauga.com  
Email: Fommississauga1@gmail.com  

https://www.facebook.com/FOMMississauga
mailto:Fommississauga1@gmail.com

