
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 
 

 

Follow the Friends of the Museums 
of Mississauga on TWITTER! 

@FOMMississauga 
 

 

 

 

E-News 

Volume 4 – June 2014 

In this Issue: 

Friends AGM, Wendy Davies Recognition, 

Lifetime Membership Awarded 

DID YOU KNOW? Exhibits Podcasts, On-Line 

and In Museums 

May is Museums Month presentation to 

Mississauga City Council 

Grant Received from Hazel McCallion Fund for 

Arts, Culture & Heritage at the Community 
Foundation of Mississauga for WWI-era Aeroplane 
Fly Pass 

Holcim (Canada) Inc. at Bradley Museum 
Volunteer Day 

Strawberry Garden Party June 22 

On the Verandah Friday Evenings to Aug 29 

Stewardship Community Garden Opened 
Volunteer on Wednesdays 

Teddy Bear’s Picnic July 27 

Friends Membership Join Us! 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 
 
On the Verandah   Fri, Jun 20 
7:30 p.m. at Benares Historic House 
Ablett and Cooper, Finger-Style Guitar 

 
Strawberry Garden Party   Sun, Jun 22 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at Benares Historic 
House  
 
On the Verandah   Fri, Jun 27 
7:30 p.m. at Benares Historic House 
Jazz Plazma, Fusion Jazz Trio 
 
On the Verandah      Fri, Jul 4 
7:30 p.m. at Benares Historic House 
Quantum Brass, Six Piece Brass Group 
 
On the Verandah    Fri, Jul 11 
7:30 p.m. at Benares Historic House 
Subhadra Vijhaykumar,   
South Indian Classical Violinist 
 
On the Verandah    Fri, Jul 18 
7:30 p.m. at Benares Historic House 
Paganini Strings, Classical Quartet 
 
Driftwood Theatre                 Sat, Jul 19 
7:30 pm at Bradley Museum 
The Tempest, Shakespeare 
 
On the Verandah    Fri, Jul 25 
7:30 p.m. at Benares Historic House 
Rob Tardik, Smooth Jazz Guitar 
 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic              Sun, Jul 27 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at Benares Historic 
House  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    In response to our readers 

requests for smaller, more frequent 

issues of E-News, we have compiled 

this edition with reports on very 

recent and near term activities. 

     There are lots of things to do at 

the Museums over the summer, so 

we look forward to seeing you 

there real soon!  

https://www.google.ca/url?q=https://blog.twitter.com/&sa=U&ei=QNJrU7DrJcKyyAS04oLoCw&ved=0CC8Q9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNHGNGZUpmRl5weTqNHq3jqOFMdGqA


Annual General Meeting - Report from the Chair, Becky Ryder 
Our mission includes six parameters in support of the Museums of Mississauga. We have addressed each of these over the past twelve 
months, in various ways. Here is a summary of what we have achieved and some of what we are planning. 
Our mission: engage volunteers 

 Every Friends and Museums activity depends entirely on volunteer time.  

 A new project is in development this month. We have received a grant from the Bayer Cares Foundation to establish the 
Compass Stewardship Garden at Benares Historic House. Kelly Kubic, is leading this effort to organize volunteers to plant and 
maintain the vegetable garden. All of the produce will be donated to Compass. 

Our mission: enhance community awareness 

 In August, we partnered with Credit Valley Conservation to nominate Councillor Pat Mullin for the Heritage Champion Award. 
Annemarie Hagan, Barb Smith and Jeremy Harvey contributed to the nomination. 

 Late in 2013 Mira Coghlin and Gail Backus helped to convene a Sponsor Recognition Reception for the businesses and 
foundations that had provided sponsorships and grants for our work in the year. 

Our mission: promotion 

 In May 2013 we presented our work to city council, and will present again on May 21, 2014.  

 Over the winter we met with MPPs at Queen’s Park in connection with Museums Association of Ontario, to solicit their support 
for museums, especially to engage young museums workers.  

 We created our E-News letter and initiated email distribution to nearly 400 addresses of people who are interested in our 
work.  

 We established the Communications and Membership Committee with Barb Smith, Mumtaz Alikhan, Annemarie Hagan, 
Lindsay Doren, and Gay Peppin; more volunteers are welcome to join this group to develop our promotions.  

 We launched FOMuseumsofMIssissauga on Twitter, thanks to Lindsay Doren.  

 At present we are designing our summer events promotional flyer; 4,000 pieces will be distributed to households in our 
neighbourhoods by Canada Post, the first week of June. 

Our mission: participation 

 We changed our regular meeting date from the first Monday of the month to the second Monday of the month to 
accommodate four of our directors who had scheduling conflicts.  

 We added Gay Peppin and Julie Morris to our Board of Directors, bringing the number to our quota of 15 for the first time in 
our 8 years.  

 All Directors participated in the Breaking Down Barriers training program on accessibility by the City of Mississauga. 
Our mission:  fundraising 

 Gallery in the Garden raised $1,900, chaired by Jenny Dale and Anne Fabierkiewicz . 

 On the Verandah raised $2,400, chaired by Joyce Delves, and more volunteers are needed to host this season. 

 Santa Photos with pets and families raised $1,000, organized by Kelly Kubik and in cooperation with Animal Services. 

 Starlight & Candlelight Gala at Holcim Waterfront Estate raised nearly $13,000, chaired by Barb Smith. 

 Total fundraising $18,300 since May 2013. 

 We hired Anne Lemmen as administrative help to issue our charitable donation receipts. 

 Corporate/ Foundation sponsorships and grants total $19,500 to date in 2014, and $18,000+ in requests are currently pending. 
Kelly Kubik and Merri Fergusen have led the compilation of the grant applications. 

 We will establish a Sponsorship Committee in June. Jeremy Harvey, Mira Coglan, Gail Backus, Joyce Delves and Anne 
Faibierkiewicz have signed up for this effort, and more volunteers are welcome to develop a strategy and action plans to 
double our sponsorships over the next few years. 

Our mission: ensure the integrity of the Museums 

 We funded the rescue of the Meadowvale blacksmith shop tools and parts from a 9th Line back of lot, with the support of 
Stephanie Meeuwse and Tracy Oliviera our collections staff. 

 We approved staff funding requests for: historic costumes, WWI Re-enactment, promoting educational programming, outreach 
programming, and Maple Magic entertainment. 

 Friends partnered with Fran Goddu to have a Mazo de la Roche diary transcribed, so it is now accessible for researchers. 

 We approved funds to purchase a painting of the train derailment from the Art Gallery of Mississauga. The painting will be 
central to an exhibit about the train derailment to be developed in the next year or two. 

 We contributed the seed funds for the creation of the 40Years40Sagas exhibit in celebration of Mississauga’s 40
th

 anniversary.  

 A Governance Committee will be convened later in the year to consider our Constitution, Operating Bylaw and so on, and to 
develop recommendations for any needed improvements. Volunteers are welcome to join this group. 

We have fulfilled our mission over these past 12 months. We have engaged volunteers, enhanced community awareness through 
promotion, participation and fund-raising, and we have contributed to activities and finances that ensure the integrity of the Museums. 
We sincerely thank each and every staff person, donor, volunteer, Friend and Director who have helped us in all of these efforts. And 
we look forward to even greater achievements in the coming year. 



 

DIRECTOR RECOGNITION 
 

 

 

         

       At the Friends Annual General Meeting on May 15 we took 

the opportunity to recognize the departure of Wendy Davies, our 

longest-serving Director. Wendy has for many years been involved 

in the leadership of several community groups, and had decided to 

withdraw from the Board of Directors of the Friends of the 

Museums of Mississauga at the end of the 2013/2014 term.  

        Wendy was Chair of the Board of Directors of Bradley 

Museum, one of the pre-cursor groups to the Friends when she 

recruited several other community-minded people to join the board 

and form the Log Cabin Taskforce. She initiated the Starlight & 

Candlelight Gala, Chaired the event for its first seven years, 

obtained the support of Michael’s Backdoor Restaurant as the 

caterer, and personally gathered the lion’s share of silent auction 

item donations every year up to and including this 15th year. Upon 

the amalgamation of the Bradley and Benares Boards, Wendy was 

elected the first Chair of MOMAC and remained Chair through the 

first term of 4 years.        

Fred Durdan, Past Chair;  
Wendy Davies; 

Becky Ryder, Chair. 

          We will all miss Wendy’s commitment to excellence, and her ability to bring people together. In the words 

of Annemarie Hagan (Manager, Museums and Traditions) Wendy has ‘left her mark on the Museums’. We 

sincerely thank Wendy for her offer to be available to help us in the future, and we know she will continue to 

contribute to the Friends and the Museums in every way that we request. In her own words, ‘To the NEW 

members of the Friends - you will get out of your service with the Friends, twofold what you put into it.’ Wendy 

made this true for everyone who worked alongside her. We thank her for all that she has done to make it 

worthwhile for all of us over the years. 

 
  

  At our Annual General Meeting, we were very 
pleased to announce that Barbara Larson was awarded the 
inaugural Lifetime Membership for the Friends of the 
Museums of Mississauga.  
  The Communications and Membership Committee 
had recommended this recognition to the Board of Directors, 
who unanimously approved the award. There was 
considerable discussion as to the criteria that ought to be 
applied for a lifetime membership, and everyone agreed that 
Barbara Larson is the ultimate Friend, of the Museums of 
Mississauga. 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Did you know? The Museums of Mississauga posts a new ‘Podcast’ about an 

artifact in the collection every month! This month, learn about a Honey tin. 

At this website:  http://exhibitions.museumsofmississauga.com/  you may view 

many exhibits on-line, and confirm the dates and locations for current and up-

coming In Museums and In Library Exhibits.  
 



Mississauga is 40!  Share your Mississauga stories!  #40years#40sagas, #sauga40 

  

On May 21, Annemarie Hagan – Manager, Museums and 
Traditions along with staff from City of Mississauga 
Communications Department presented an update on 

Mississauga’s 40th anniversary celebrations at the 
beginning of a special session of Mississauga City Council 

convened at the Maya Prentice Theatre.  
 

You can see the exhibit “The City of Mississauga: 40 years, 

40 sagas” at Benares Visitor Centre, FREE Daily 1 to 4 
until June 26.  Then at Clarkson Community Centre until 

July 31!  www.40years40sagas.com  

Later in the session, Becky Ryder (Chair, 

Board of Directors, Friends of the 

Museums of Mississauga) and Jeremy 
Harvey (Chair, Museums of Mississauga 
Advisory Council) presented their annual 
report on the activities of their respective 
groups. You may view the council 

session on-line at: 
http://www.rogerstv.com/page.aspx?l

id=237&rid=51&sid=1120&gid=20657

8. The Friends and MOMAC presentation 
begins at about 118 minutes. 
After the council session, everyone went 

outside for photographs with the MIWAY 
40years/40sagas bus.  

 
L to R: Becky Ryder, Jenny Dale, Jeremy Harvey,  
Pat Mullin – Councillor Ward 2, Jim Tovey – Councillor 
Ward 1 

  

Friends of the Museums of Mississauga has just received a generous grant from the Hazel McCallion Fund for 
Arts, Culture & Heritage at the Community Foundation of Mississauga to fund a fly pass of Benares Historic 
House by replica WWI-era aeroplanes from the Great War Flying Museum. This is a very exciting addition to 
the WWI re-enactment planned for Mississauga Doors Open/ Culture Days on September 27 and 28.(The 
photographs are from a similar event held in May 2013, specifically for high school history classes.)  

   

http://www.40years40sagas.com/


 

 

 
See a full 
description of 
the September 
27/28, 2014 
event below! 

A chaplain re-enactor engages with young men at The Church of St. Bride 
(across Clarkson Road from Benares Historic House). 
 

 

World War 1 Re-enactment Experience Coming to Benares Historic House 

     This interactive experience will engage the public with activity based stations focusing on 
efforts here on the home front and life on the war front.  Re-enactors from History Matters 
Association and Museum Historical Interpreters will share their expertise and skills to provide 
realistic hands-on experiences for visitors using wartime reproductions.   
     Our guests will become part of the Home Effort or the Canadian Expeditionary Force as they 
advance through stations exploring the art of the trench raid, the air war, and the roles of 
stretcher bearer, sniper, German storm trooper, military chaplain; plus home front recipe 
substitution and comfort box packing.  This is an opportunity to be immersed in real activities that 
would have taken place 100 years ago. 
     A number of partners are working with Museums staff to provide a comprehensive program for 
the public.  History Matters Association will be bringing a full team of historical re-enactors with 
historically accurate equipment and props to create the stations located throughout the property.  
They will provide the expertise to lead visitors through each topic and activity at these outdoor 
stations.  Museum Historical Interpreters will lead stations located within the house sharing their 
skills and knowledge to interpret the impact of war in our local community using the Harris family 
of Benares as their primary resource and reference.  Heritage Mississauga will be hosting a Virtual 
Mississauga Cenotaph in our Visitor Centre commemorating the individuals who lost their lives in 
World War One.  From research jointly undertaken by Museums of Mississauga, Heritage Mississauga 
and the Mississauga Library System each visitor will be given a profile of an individual from our 
community who served here or overseas.  At the end of their visit, guests will be able to consult 
additional resources to follow the war and post-war experiences of their individual.  The Great War 
Flying Museum will perform a Fly Pass to give visitors a full sensory experience of aircraft from the 
era. 
     The wartime efforts of Mary, Annie and Naomi Harris who lived in Benares will enhance the 
story of work undertaken in support of the Great War here at home.  The correspondence of 
Beverley Sayers (Annie’s husband) and Egerton his brother will provide an insight into the Canadian 
Expeditionary Forces and the realities of war through the eyes of enlisted men. 
     This is a free event at Benares Historic House, 1507 Clarkson Road North Mississauga, with 
financial support from the "Hazel McCallion Fund for Arts, Culture & Heritage at the Community 
Foundation of Mississauga."  



 

Holcim Volunteer Day at Bradley Museum - May 22 

   
 

 

 

We cleared shrub (and toads) from the gardens, tilled the soil, planted marigolds, 

sanded wood, moved cauldrons, fixed the outhouse, secured fences - a bit of 

everything; and we had an awesome time!!   It was a wonderful opportunity for our 

volunteers to make a difference and learn about the Museums.  And I have to say, 

we were thrilled with how the place looked after we left.  Thanks for having us! 

Barb Smith 

Holcim (Canada) Inc. 

Corporate Social Responsibility Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

  

On the Verandah -  

9th Season is open! 
 

Join the multi-generational audience who 

celebrate the beauty music on summer 

evenings at Benares Historic House, every 

Friday from June through August at 7:30 PM. 

A collection is taken at intermission; 

proceeds are divided between the 

performers and Friends. The Friends portion 

provides buses for school children to enjoy 

experiential history at the Museums! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

June 20 - Ablett and Cooper June 27 - Jazz Plazma July 4 – Quantum Brass 
 

 
 

 
July 11 - Subhadra Vijhaykumar July 18 - Paganini Strings July 25 - Rob Tardik 

 

 

 

 

August 1 - Moira Nelson and Elena August 8 - Halton Mississauga Youth  Orchestra 

 



 
 
 

August 15 - Alex Sinclair  
 
 
 

August 22 - Age of Reason 

 

 

 

  August 29 - The Denise Leslie Jazz Trio 

 
ADMISSION at On the Verandah IS PAY-WHAT-YOU-CAN Suggested donation is $5-$10 per person and $15-$20 
for a family.  
 

In the event of severe weather, call 905-615-4860, ext. 2110 to confirm the program start time.  
 

Light refreshments available for purchase at each concert. Bring your sing-along voices, insect repellent and 
blankets or lawn chairs.  
 

Benares Historic House 1507 Clarkson Road North, Mississauga - Program Subject to Change.  

 
On the Verandah 2014 Season Sponsors  

   
 

 

Stewardship Community Garden Opened June 11 

 

 

 

 

The Garden planting began with heritage 

varieties of beans, carrots, lettuce, onions, 

squash, tomatoes and turnips. Other 

vegetables will be started in coming weeks. 

In the meantime, a traditional picket fence 

along with rodent-resistant mesh is planned to 

ensure the produce reaches maturity and its 

intended purpose!  

 

 

 

 

Kelly Kubik, Museums Community Program 

Supervisor, and Volunteers from Compass 

prepared the soil for planting. 

 

 

Volunteers of all ages and abilities are welcome 

every Wednesday morning from 9:00 AM 

to maintain the garden and gather the harvest 

for donation to The Compass. 

 



 
Enter this link in your internet browser to access a brand new video: “Experience 

Mississauga”. There are several scenes of Museums of Mississauga activities included! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KW7QjZCovQ4&list=UUxpfoR5ujQ90fDTKRQj3TyQ 

  

 

Celebrate the 20th Annual Benares Teddy Bear’s Picnic  
at Benares Historic House on Sunday, July 27th 

 
 

 

Join the old fashioned family fun at 

Benares Historic House, 1507 Clarkson 
Road North, Mississauga from noon to 4 
pm on Sunday, July 27th for the 20th 

Annual Benares Teddy Bear’s Picnic!  It is 
fun for all ages of people and bears! 

 
Try your hand at some historic games and 
activities on the beautiful Benares lawn 

and bring your stuffed friend for a check-
up at a special Teddy Bear Clinic with the 

medical staff from Credit Valley Hospital. 
 

 

There will be great children’s crafts, inflatables, cookie decorating, giant games, and 
scavenger hunts, and more, featuring performances and buskering by Circus Jonathan.  

Tours of Benares historic house are included, as is the new and improved Teddy Picnic Photo 
area! 
 

The Museums of Mississauga are owned and operated by the Culture Division, City of 
Mississauga.  This event is generously supported by La Villa Bakery, Meridian Credit Union, 

Holcim Canada Limited, The Port Credit Foundation, and the Volunteers of the Friends of the 
Museums of Mississauga.   
 

Admission for a family just $15, or adults $6, child/student $4.80 (all plus tax).  Under 3 
free.  For more information please call 905 615-4860 ext 2110 or go to 
www.museumsofmississauga.com. 

 

 

 

Friends of the Museums of Mississauga 

Board of Directors 2014 - 2015 

 

The mission of the Friends of the 

Museums of Mississauga is to engage 

volunteers and enhance community 

awareness through promotion, 

participation and fundraising; and to 

ensure the integrity of the Museums. 

  Gail Backus 

  Chris Batiuk 

  Mira Coghlan 

  Jenny Dale (Secretary) 

  Joyce Delves (Vice-Chair) 

  Fred Durdan (Past Chair) 

  Anne Fabierkiesicz 

Don Harrington (Treasurer) 

Julie Morris 

John Pegram 

Gay Peppin 

Becky Ryder (Chair) 

Barb Smith 

John Van Camp 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KW7QjZCovQ4&list=UUxpfoR5ujQ90fDTKRQj3TyQ
http://www.museumsofmississauga.com/


 

MORE Museums of Mississauga Spring/Summer Programs 

 

SUMMER DAY CAMPS  

o FULL Day Camps  at Bradley Museum:  Art Express, Bradley Mash Up 
o HALF Day Camps at Bradley Museum:  Guitar Mania, Nature 

Exploration 
o HALF Day Camps at Benares:  The Young Artist, Visual Arts, Teen Visual 

Arts, Benares Blasters Sports Camp, Mini Soccer 
o www.connect2rec.ca to register 

 

AFTERNOON TEA: 2:30 to 4:30 PM 

o Downton Abbey Tea and Tour, Benares 
July 6, August 10, September 7, October 5, November 2,  December 7 

o Afternoon Tea and Tour, Bradley  
      July 20, August 24, September 21, October 19, November 23,  
 December  21 
o $15 +Tax pp, 905-615-4860 x2110 to register 

 

EXHIBITS 

o The British Indian Army in the Great War, 1914-1918  
 Bradley Museum to July 20 

o If You Can’t Take the Heat… The History of the Kitchen  
 Bradley Museum July 26 to January 4  

o The City of Mississauga, 1974 to 2014: 40 Years, 40 Sagas   
 Benares Visitor Centre June 10 to 26 and other venues 
 (www.40years40sagas.com)   

 

Get more details on all these events and activities at:  

905-615-4860 www.museumsofmississauga.com 
 

 
 

http://www.connect2rec.ca/
http://www.40years40sagas.com/


 

                                                  invite you to become a member… 

 

What do Friends do? 
We fulfill our MISSION “to engage volunteers to enhance community awareness 
through promotion, participation, and fund-raising; and to ensure the integrity of 
the Museums” in these activities: 

 Host annual Starlight & Candlelight Gala 

 Sponsor educational programs on-site and in-school  

 Fund artifact acquisition, cataloguing, conservation and preservation 

 Sponsor artifact exhibits throughout Mississauga 

 Host “On the Verandah” at Benares Historic House  

 Fund busing for students to all Museums sites 

 Support Holiday Season Gift Shops  

 Host annual Sponsors Reception and Christmas Party 

 Host Photos with Santa for Pets and Families 

 

    Benefits of Friends Membership: 

 Friends E-News keeps you up-to-date with Museums and Friends  

 Programs and activities exclusive to Members 

 Enjoy learning at the Museums in unique volunteer opportunities 

 20% discount at Museums gift shops: Holiday Season and Maple Magic 

 One vote per member at AGM 

 

     To become a Member of Friends of the Museums of Mississauga,                                                                                                                                                                                       

    just complete the form and make your donation! 

 

Friends of the Museums of Mississauga Membership 
 
 Individual ($10)   Family ($30)  Donation $ _________ 
 
Name: __________________________________________ 
 
Email: ___________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
‘phone: __________________________________________ 
 
This information is collected under Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act so that we may keep you informed and aware of activities of Friends of the 
Museums of Mississauga organization, and to determine and facilitate your donations or 
payment of fees. We do not rent, sell or trade this information with outside 
organizations. 

  

Friends of the Museums of Mississauga is a 
Registered Charity #82229 3619 RR0001. 
 
Please make cheques payable to: 
Friends of the Museums of Mississauga 
 
Return your completed form with payment 
to: 
Friends of the Museums of Mississauga 
P.O. Box 52560 
1801 Lakeshore Road West 
Unit 6 
Mississauga, ON, L5J 4S4 
 
Contact details: 
‘phone: 905-615-4860 
Website: www.museumsofmississauga.com 
Email: friendsofthemuseums@hotmail.com 

 

 


